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COMMENTS; 

The Response (2 pages) is filed in answer to the Official Action of October 4, 2004. 
Please bring this to the Examiner's attention forthwith. 
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REgPQNSE 

Hon. Commissioner for Patents 
Mail Stop NON-FEE Amendment 
Alexandria VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



In response to the Official Action of October 4, 2004, applicant elects the Group I claims 
(Claims 1-15) and respectfully traverses the restriction requirement as between Claims Ito 15, 
Claims 16 to 18, and Claims 19 to 20. 

In support of the restriction requirement, Examiner argues that the inventions are distinct 
because the groups of claims are related as combination and subcombination, and that the 
subcombination has separate utility, citing MPEP § 806.05(c). The Examiner also asserts that 
the subcombinations are distinct from each other as allegedly having separate utility, MPEP 
§806.05(d). Here the Examiner asserts "separate utility such as a mounting bracket for a roof 
joist with regards to the angle bracket [claims 19 - 20] and a support for mamtaining a garage 
door in an ajar position with regard to the stanchion [claims 16-19]." 

The cited section of the MPEP clearly states that the examiner has the burden of 
suggesting a viable example of a separate utility. In this instance, the examiner has not supported 
the alleged utility with any reference, and applicant is baffled as to how the claimed vertical 
stanchion of Group EL, which requires a vertical tube member, an upper receiver formed of a 
channel, and a lower receiver, with the upper and lower receivers each projecting in two different 
directions from the tube member, could possibly be employed as support means for holding a 
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garage door in an open position. Applicant does not perceive how the claimed angle bracket of 
Group HI, which requires a side plate with bolt holes and a back plate at right angles to it with 
pairs of bolt holes at its upper and lower ends plus three additional pairs of bolt holes in spaced 
relation between the first and second pairs of holes, and with these pairs of holes being adapted 
specifically for receiving U-boIts, could serve as a mounting bracket for a roof joist. 

If the Examiner is to maintain this restriction, Applicant requests the examiner cite 
references to show how these allegedly separate utilities might be carried out with the claimed 
subject matter of the Group II or Group m claims. Otherwise, the restriction should be 
Withdrawn. 

In view of the foregoing remarks, it is urged that all of Claims 1 to 20 should remain in 
this case and should all be examined together. 



Attorney for Applicant 
224 Harrison Street 
Syracuse, NY 13202 
(315)422-4323 
fax (315) 422-4318 



Respectfully submitted, 




'Bernhard P. Molldrem, Jr. 
Reg. No. 28,973 
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